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became Viceroy.   Fitzwilliam Js own sentiments and his friend-
ship with Grattan were well known; Grattan himself was
Invited over to England and consulted by Pitt, and Portland
whose duplicity was unsuspected by the Irish said to Grattan,
a I have taken office, and I have done so because I knew
there was to be an entire change of system."    Fitzwilliam
came to Ireland at the beginning of 1795 and the hope of
the new system dispersed even the gloom of the prospects
of invasion.     At last Ireland seemed within sight  of the
great object on which her truest sons had so long set their
hearts.     Grattan  had  recommended the removal  of Fitz-
gibbon and other ministers who were pledged to corruption
and intolerance; the Catholic demand was looked upon as
already gained, and in a burst of that loyal generosity which
Ireland exhibited whenever justice  was done  to her, the
Irish Parliament raised the combined force of militia  and
regulars to a little  more than  forty thousand  men, and
carried on Grattan's  motion  a vote of ^"200,000 for the
British Navy.     All the evidence proves that  Fitzwilliam
was quite right in his report to the Government that there
would be no serious opposition in Ireland to the grant of
the Catholic demand ; and that if it were conceded it would
be safe and possible to raise a force of yeomanry cavalry,
mainly Catholic, for the defence of Ireland.
Fitzwilliam's regime opened amidst general rejoicings, and
the Protestant Corporation of Londonderry presented an
address expressing a wish to see all Ireland united In one
interest. Fitzwilliam acted promptly In the spirit of his
mission. He did not remove Clare, but he removed some of
the minor ministers who were conspicuously associated with
Clare's policy, and had by means of nepotism and corruption
almost incorporated themselves as a permanent part of Irish
Government. Unhappily for both countries this temper of
hope was in a few weeks to disappear in what has been
called the east wind of English prejudice which has blown
so many a message of discord to Ireland. The English
Cabinet began to urge strongly the arguments against